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VOLUNTEERSPOTLIGHT
“As we transition to a global economy, nations and people of varying backgrounds
need to understand each other in order to be productive in this new and highly
competitive arena. It is important that our children understand and accept cultural
differences and be able to communicate and live in harmony with their neighbors. The
International Youth Art Exchange is a fabulous showcase to facilitate this
understanding. I am pleased to help this venue for international awareness."

George Carruthers, Building Committee Member, World Awareness Children's Museum

Last fall, the WACM applied to the Warren
County Economic Development Corp for
Empire Zone status from New York State for

the Museum’s Capital Campaign. NYS approved
this status effective December 5, 2006 and has
allotted $100,000 in Empire Zone tax credits.
This $100,000 represents 25% of $400,000 in
actual cash donations made to the Museum after
December 5, 2006.

What does this mean for our past 
and future donors?

Donors who want to fulfill a pledge they
made before December 5, 2006 may still qualify
for tax credits on pledge payment donation(s)
of at least $5000. Unfortunately, donations
made prior to December 5, 2006 do not qualify
for EZ credits. 

How do you get an Empire Zone tax credit? 
To qualify, you must make a donation at a mini-

mum of $5,000 to the Museum’s Capital Campaign
by check, credit card, or securities transfer.

A Museum trustee completes paperwork
which requires your full name(s)1, address1,
social security number2 or taxpayer identifica-
tion number for businesses and corporations,
and amount. The form will be sent to you either
electronically or via the mail for your signature,
which MUST be notarized and returned directly
to the Museum trustee for her signature. (If the
gift is from more than one individual, only one

person must provide a social security number
and sign. If the gift is from a business, corpora-
tion, foundation, etc., one responsible official
must provide the t.i.n. and have that signature
notarized.) This document will then be submit-
ted to NYS. 

Typically within a month, NYS returns a final-
ized document to you, which allows 25% of your
donation for Empire Zone tax credit on your NYS
tax return in the year you make the donation. We
strongly recommend you consult your tax advisor
to learn how you can benefit from this program.

How do you find a notary?
Financial institutions provide this service. Many

businesses also have someone on site who is a
notary. Administrative assistant Stacy Mondesir at
the Museum is a notary. Call her to arrange a time
for her to notarize your EZ Credit Form.

Will this be allowed each year? 
No, these tax credits are a one-time only

award and will be used up when $400,000 in
donation amounts are received by the Museum.
In some circumstances it is possible to receive a
multi-year EZ Credit if your pledge extends over
2 or 3 years. If you want to take advantage of this
tax credit program, we encourage you to act
quickly as once the tax credits are used up, they
will be gone.

For more information, you may contact Stacy
at the Museum (518-793-2773).

Business Office: 174-176 Glen Street • Glens Falls, NY 12801
(518) 793-2773 • www.worldchildrensmuseum.org

If you would prefer to receive future issues
of OnSite/InSight electronically please send
your email information to 
admin@worldchildrensmuseum.org.
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